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Specific Reach Recommendations

The San Diego River can be understood as a linked series of discrete reaches. The unique
characteristics and opportunities of each reach suggests an approach that reveals their best qualities
and showcases the changing visual and physical experience as one moves through the valley.

Within the City of San Diego, the Plan identifies six reaches. Traditionally distinguished by
hydrologic characteristics, these reaches are based upon distinct topographic condition, spatial
experience and/or land use. Following the flow of water from the hills to the ocean, the reaches
are the Plateau, the Gorge, Upper Mission Valley, the Confluence, Lower Mission Valley, and the
Estuary. Specific actions needed to create the River Park are identified in each reach.

The pages that follow outline intent, condition and recommendations for each reach. The intent
describes the Plan’s specific goals for the reach, followed by an assessment of it’s current conditions.
The recommendations outline the broad strokes of the Plan for the reach. Where appropriate, key
sites are identified where special opportunities exist or conditions and location define the site as a
critical component of the River Park. This 3-part overview is followed by a map of the reach and a
table of specific action items and their proposed implementation.

The benefits to hydrology, ecology, recreation and education of each action are described in detail
in the matrices located in the appendices

Six Reaches

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS
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Estuary

Intent: Extending from Mission Valley Preserve to the Pacific Ocean,
the Estuary reach offers an astonishing sense of openness, and a sense
of release as one moves past the Linda Vista Terrace topped by the
University of San Diego and Presidio Park. Only here and at the
Plateau above Mission Trails Regional Park does the San Diego River
Park have the potential to capitalize on long, picturesque views and
the experience of vast, open space. In the Estuary reach, the San Diego
River Park must strive to build upon this experience, and to protect and
expand the unique wildlife habitats of the estuarine ecosystem. The
San Diego River Park should also seek to educate visitors about the
sensitivity of these ecosystems.

Condition: The estuarine ecosystem at the mouth of the San Diego
River is remarkably healthy, but significantly smaller than its original
extent. The Derby Dike on the river’s southern edge is responsible
for this reduction in scale, separating the river from its delta that

The estuary supports rich avian and aquatic species

historically (and alternately) included both Mission Bay and San Diego
Bay. The dike has also restricted and concentrated pedestrian and
vehicle circulation, resulting in heavy containment of boundaries to
the river channel.

The multiple crossings of Interstate 5, Mission Bay Drive and the
railroad have had additional impacts on the estuary, creating an
abrupt terminus and disrupting the gentle transition from estuarine
to riparian habitat. The tremendous experience of boundlessness once
expressed by the estuary and shoreline is now limited by views of
development, the dikes, and by highways containing the river. Despite
these alterations, the Estuary remains an expansive environment

defined by horizontality.

The estuary includes, or is adjacent to several significant existing
parks and open spaces including Mission Bay Park, Dog Beach, Robb
Field, Southern Wildlife Preserve, Famosa Slough and Mission Valley
Preserve.

Diverse estuarine vegetation
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Recommendations:

® Support the goals of Mission Bay Park, Dog Beach, Robb Field,
Famosa Slough, Southern Wildlife Preserve and Mission Valley
Preserve

e Create a continuous multi-use trail

e Improve connections to other open spaces

¢ Establish a minimum open space corridor equal to present
dimensions of dike.

e Create passive component at Mission Bay Park

e Study potential to improve ecologic and possibly hydrologic
connection with Mission Bay Park

The Estuary Reach of the San Diego River Park must balance two
primary needs: human interaction at an educational & experiential
level and the protection and maintenance of sensitive habitat. Careful
design can accommodate both elements in a manner that benefits the
system as a whole. People must be both engaged and isolated within
the estuary reach. Greater understanding of the ecosystem through
interpretation will instill a sense of ownership and care for this delicate
part of the river. A defined trail system and viewing platforms are part
of this effort.

A collaborative planning process with Mission Bay Park should also
seek to expand the physical area of the estuary, in order to further
diversify the wildlife habitat. This potential may exist at Famosa
Slough and Mission Bay. Opportunities to explore the expansion of
the estuary should be sought where possible, to further diversify the
wildlife habitat. The potential to do so may exist at Famosa Slough and
at Mission Bay. Planning efforts should also acknowledge that in the
Estuary Reach, the entire corridor, proposed for the San Diego River
Park, is within the boundaries of Mission Bay Park. Planning must
integrate with and support the Mission Bay Park Master Plan.

The River Park must Support planning efforts in Mission Bay Park to
provide a passive, ecology-based facility, which includes educational
and interpretive opportunities, public art, and scenic overlooks. The
Park should orient itself toward the river, and buffer the river edge with
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KEYNOTE

Short Term
E1S

E2S

E3S

E4S

ESS

E6S

E7S

E8S

E9S

RECOMMENDATION

Create San Diego River Park Trail trail head and waystation
at Dog Beach.

Maintain Dog Beach as an off-leash recreational destination
and community asset. Enhance existing Dog Beach signage
to include information about the San Diego River Park.

Coordinate with Mission Bay Park to support marsh
restoration that is underway.

Create San Diego River Park Trail head and waystation and
historic and natural interpretation zone at Robb Field.

Explore potential to improve and expand connection of the
Famosa Slough with the San Diego River estuary. Investigate
feasibility of augmenting the connection with appropriate
engineering study. Potential conflict with Famosa Slough
Master Plan.

Coordinate with Mission Bay Master Plan to consider
modifications to Mission Bay and Tecolote Treatment
Wetlands Plan.

Develop temporary multi-use programs for under-utilized
lands that are proposed for other future uses.

Create estuary overlook platforms along the San Diego River
Park Trail at estuary surface level.

Explore potential to create a new park with a recreational
connection to the river and neighborhood as the Sports
Arena redevelops. If possible, expand river into this area
similar to Famosa Slough.

IMPLEMENTATION

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to install
signage, interpretive kiosks and furnishings in vicinity to provide information
about estuarine function, wildlife habitat and trail system. Throughout the
San Diego River Park, signage, kiosks, and furnishings should be unified by a
continuity of materials and graphics while also incorporating materials that reflect
the adjacent environment and neighborhoods. Link trail head and Waystation to
existing bike lanes, bike routes, and trails in surrounding communities.

Support appropriate community and special interest groups to manage Dog Beach
and integrate it with the San Diego River Park.

Collaborate with appropriate community groups to install signage in vicinity to
provide information and create awareness about estuary function and wildlife
habitat.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to install
signage, interpretive kiosks and furnishings in vicinity to provide information.
Coordinate with Community Plans in future to integrate park and river trail.
Unify interpretive signage, furnishings, and construction with other San Diego
River Park projects. Maintain Robb Field as multi-use recreational complex, and
expand in future as community recreation needs increase.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups including
friends of Famosa Slough to initiate feasibility study to explore benefits and
impacts of replacing existing culvert with larger structure and improve trail
connectivity between the San Diego River Park Trail and Famosa Slough. Consider
linking existing Famosa Slough trail with the existing Class I Bike Path. Increase
passive park areas into new river alignment and/or new link with Famosa Slough.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to extend
feasibility study to explore the potential to modify current plan to consider effect
of improving the hydrologic systems of Mission Bay and the River. Such a study
should identify and develop trail connections from the San Diego River Park to
Tecolote Canyon and with Mission Bay Park.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to explore
opportunities to fully utilize land for ecologic, educational and recreational uses.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to develop,
design, and select specific locations for interpretive overlooks on both the north
and south sides of the San Diego River estuary.

Collaborate with North Bay Redevelopment Plan to integrate its recommendations
with the San Diego River Park. If the Sports Arena redevelopment plans move
forward, seek opportunities to engage with the process to integrate those plans
with the River Park by creating trail connections, installing interpretive kiosks, and
potentially a Community Park.
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KEYNOTE

Short Term
E10S

E11S

E12S

E13S

E14S

E15S

E16S

E17S

E18S

E19S

E20S

E21S

E22S
E23S

RECOMMENDATION

Mission Bay Park interface zone.

Continue San Diego River Park multi-use path east of the I-5 and
create connections from Friars Road to Pacific Highway.

Establish Green Gateway at interchange of I-5 / I-8.

Create a waystation, trail connection and naturalized open space
between Presidio Park and Old Town San Diego and the river
corridor.

Create recreational trail connection between the San Diego River
Park and the San Diego Bay.

Improve trail and open space connection between Tecolote Canyon
and Mission Bay.

Create connection between the San Diego River Park and adjacent
neighborhoods to the north, providing trail connection, way station
and study possible interpretive opportunities.

Broaden river channel, meander, and potentially braiding of river
through Mission Valley Preserve.

Connect Morena Boulevard Bikeway and proposed new segment of
San Diego River Park trail.

Support and build upon access and interpretation zone at Mission
Valley Preserve.

Create short term bike trail alignments through Riverwalk Golf Club
in trolley right-of-way.

Support efforts to create a Presidio Park Master Plan.

Create a Presidio Park entry monument on Taylor Street that
incorporates its historic connection with the river.

Remove 1.5 acre area of cobble fill on south side of river under I-5.

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY

Coordinate with appropriate community/special interest groups for the Mission
Bay Park Master Plan and South Shores General Development Plan to ensure
appropriate park and river interaction and possible interpretive opportunities.

Coordinate with community plans, North Bay Redevelopment Plan and San
Diego Bicycle Master Plan.

Initiate dialogue with Caltrans, the City of San Diego and appropriate community/
special interest groups. Plans to explore the methods for implementing native
plant palette in rights-of-ways. Where appropriate, identify existing undeveloped
parcels contiguous with rights-of-way and explore potential to acquire or
establish open space easements to expand connectivity of Green Gateways.

Prepare detailed design study for locating waystations, trail connections, bicycle
staging areas and explore the creation of shuttle links from the trolley at Old
Town San Diego/Linda Vista to Ocean Beach, Sea World and Mission Beach.
Initiate dialogue with Transportation Department to create shuttle links from
trolley at Old Town/ Linda Vista and Ocean Beach/ Sea World/ Mission Beach.

Implement Class 2 and Class 3 Bikeways along Rosecrans Street and Taylor
Streets as proposed by the Plan Report City of San Diego Bicycle Master Plan

Explore potential to reconstruct I-5 and railroad crossings over Tecolote Creek
with larger bridges or culverts that can accommodate pedestrian movement.
Consider multi-use path adjacent to riparian channel, and link to proposed City
of San Diego Bicycle Master Plan recommended Class I Bike Path adjacent to
railroad right-of-way.

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and appropriate community/
special interest groups to develop detailed study to confirm specific alignment.
Implement Bikeway along Moreno Boulevard to Taylor Street as proposed by
the City of San Diego Bicycle Master Plan. Improve connection of existing Class
I Bike Path (from East Mission Bay Drive to Fashion Valley Road) to Morena
Boulevard and to Morena Linda Vista Trolley Station. Coordinate with Mission
Valley Community Plan to include in update as amendment.

Collaborate with appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups to
prepare specific plans and identify funding sources to modify river channel.

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan. Study feasibility of connecting
(future) Morena Boulevard bridge Bikeway (per Plan Report City of San Diego
Bicycle Master Plan) and proposed San Diego River Park multi-use trail at south
edge of Morena Blvd. bridge. The Bikeway is at street level; the multi-use trail
is down in the river valley.

As San Diego River Park Trail is implemented, develop trail head with signage,
interpretive kiosks and furnishings.

Coordinate with the appropriate agency, community/special interest groups,
land owners and golf course management to explore the potential bike trail. Trail
would be relocated closer to river channel in the future when the golf course
redevelops.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies, community and special interest groups
to begin discussions about initiating a master planning effort and to identify
potential funding sources.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies and community groups to initiate study to
design and locate entry signage on north side of Presidio Park.

Identify potential donors or funding sources to remove fill and lower grade to river
channel level. Fill could potentially be used to fill undesirable ponds upstream
or may have value as structural fill for development projects elsewhere.
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KEYNOTE

Long Term
E1L

E2L
E3L

E4L

ESL

E6L

E7L

ESL

E9L

E10L

RECOMMENDATION

Explore potential to remove lowered portion of jetty wall.
Although not consistent with Mission Bay Master Plan, removal
of this barrier has the potential to better integrate the hydrologic
function of bay and river.

As Robb Field is improved in the future, create a landscape that
relates to estuary and river edge.

Explore potential to realign and terrace south river edge and
expand estuary. These areas serve as refuge for wildlife and
as seed sources for native re-vegetation in the event of major
floods

AsSea World may evolve in the future, encourage redevelopment
that engages San Diego River Park and estuary and creates trail
connection to San Diego River Park Trail.

Explore potential to realign and terrace north river edge and
expand estuary.

If results of feasibility study proposed in short term
recommendations are positive, implement improvements to
estuary between Mission Bay and the San Diego River.

Investigate potential for locating a River and Estuary
Interpretive Center that supports the Mission Bay Park Master
Plan interpretive program.

Collaborate with Mission Bay and Land Fill Study to explore the
potential to expand estuary.

Explore potential to create a greenway connection with San
Diego Bay.

Create major San Diego River Park access node at Linda Vista
and integrate with potential Green Gateway at I-5 and Friars
Road.

IMPLEMENTATION

Suggested for feasibility study purposes only. Collaborate with appropriate
community and special interest groups to initiate a feasibility study to explore
the benefits and impacts of removing the jetty through hydrologic modeling
and other methods.

Potential to develop study through a joint science program related to the San
Diego River.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies and community/special interest group
plans for future improvements.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to initiate
feasibility study to modify the river channel embankment to create a varied
edge with native vegetation.

Collaborate with Sea World to engage in their planning process to create
awareness of the goals of the San Diego River Park. Encourage better
connections and access, use of native vegetation, education about the river, and
integration of Sea World as one of the linked amenities of the San Diego River
Park.

Collaborate with appropriate community and special interest groups to initiate
feasibility study to modify the river channel embankment to create a varied
edge with native vegetation.

Collaborate with appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups
to prepare specific plan and identify funding sources to improve estuarine
environment.

Initiate dialogue with appropriate community and special interest groups
to explore potential to consider another location for the Nature Center or
to develop an additional Interpretive Center associated with the river and
estuary.

Collaborate with appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups
to initiate feasibility study to create an estuarine link between Mission Bay and
the San Diego River. Extensive study and modeling will be required to fully
understand the impact of linking the River and the Bay on flows and water
quality. Engage the Mission Bay Landfill Study in the process. Could be
explored through a joint science coalition.

Collaborate with North Bay Redevelopment as it evolves.

Coordinate with Community Plans to identify sites and land owners to explore
potential acquisition or to establish easements for access and interpretive trail
head locations.
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Lower Valley

Intent: The Lower Valley extends from the eastern edge of Mission
Valley Preserve to Interstate 15. The valley has developed intensely
since WWII, and is arguably the most altered section of the river. It is
also the most complex.

The Lower Valley segment of the San Diego River Park can serve
many roles: a focal point for new development and re-development,
a link between adjacent uses (stadium, hotels, shopping, library, food
and drink) and a common space for neighboring communities. The
San Diego River Park may take on its most urban character along this
section, with plazas or amphitheaters reaching out from development
at the edge of the river.

For the San Diego River Park to succeed, however, it is essential that
development reorient itself towards the river to provide a synergy
with the river corridor, while providing “breathing room” for wildlife
habitat, trails, natural open space, and public spaces. By re-vegetating
adjacent areas and rights-of-way with native species, the infrastructure
that has disconnected the side canyons may serve as the means to
reestablish wildlife connections to upland open space.

Lower Valley Section

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS - LOWER VALLEY

Condition: The Lower Valley is heavily suburbanized; extensive
paving in the form of parking lots and roadways, massive infrastructure
projects and relatively low density development surround this reach.
The river’s presence is further marginalized by channelization and
ponding. Simple lack of space presents a severe hydrological constraint
throughout the Lower Valley, and exotic vegetation negatively impacts
the reach’s native ecosystems.

The communities of the Lower Valley and above the valley walls are
particularly deficient in active recreation space available and the San
Diego River Park should play a role in addressing this need. Little
undeveloped space or public land exists within this reach, offering
limited opportunities for the river to meander, for wildlife habitat to
expand, or for the creation of parks and trails.

Recommendations:

¢ Create a continuous trail.

* Acquire land and/or establish open space easements.

e Establish appropriate open space corridor width

® Pursue opportunities to acquire a portion of Riverwalk Golf Club if
it redevelops.

® Create a major park and open space adjacent to the river and the
Qualcomm Stadium site.

e Create interpretive opportunities at pedestrian bridge crossings
where the river can be seen and experienced.

® Restore river at former water hyacinth water treatment plant and
provide interpretive information regarding previous use and river
rehabilitation processes.

* Explore potential sites for a Heritage Farm, a historic agriculture
interpretive site and community garden; create connections from
Farm to surrounding area.

Lower Valley looking northwest
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The heavily suburbanized condition of this reach should be seen less
as a deterrent for future park scenarios than as a fulcrum upon which
innovative park solutions can be leveraged. The San Diego River Park
has the potential to combine ‘natural’ programs, such as the healthy
hydrology of the river and its ecological habitat, with ‘urban’ programs,
such as active and passive recreation and an accessible and urban
corridor edge. By inviting activities such as field sports, entertainment,
and shopping into the corridor, the river becomes a place of varied
experiences. An active river scene will reach out to a large number of
user groups and introduce the river’s historic and modern faces to a
broad spectrum of people. The rights of way associated with the valley
infrastructure present key opportunities to establish gateways into the
valley and the city, and to extend the color and texture of native plant
communities throughout the valley.

Space for the river must be sought out in the Lower Valley. Open
space easements and property acquisition are necessary for the San
Diego River Park to become a success. The future redevelopment of
Riverwalk Golf Club and Qualcomm Stadium are two opportunities for
creating parks and open space.

The Valley should be considered as a whole, and consistent
recommendations regarding new development, streets and landscape
should be established. These guidelines should set the character of
the valley, moving it toward being a greener place planted with native
species that concentrates higher-density away from the river edges.
Moving density away from the river will allow the San Diego River
Park to provide for appropriate corridor width. Where little space is
available, these corridors should aim to maintain the most adaptable
species. Where greater corridor width can be achieved, the San Diego
River Park should seek to accommodate more sensitive species that
have greater habitat requirements.

Lower Valley from University of San Diego looking southeast



Key Sites:

Riverwalk Golf Club Redevelopment Site

The Levi-Cushman Specific Plan for the Riverwalk Golf Club site was
approved in 1987. The plan proposes roughly 5.2 million square feet
of mixed-use development including residential, retail, commercial,
office and recreational uses for the approximately 200 acre site. The
Specific Plan aligns with the San Diego River Park Draft Master Plan
in focusing development on the river, and this concept should guide
future modifications to the plan. The Specific Plan departs from

San Diego River Park goals in proposing a 12-acre island as well as

a 25-foot river planting buffer intended to “prevent direct access to
habitat areas”. These recommendations should be modified to favor
a naturalized river pattern as suggested in this Plan, increasing the
channel width, creating meander and separating the stream flow from
any existing ponds.

The San Diego River Park Trail can serve the site by providing

an amenity to people living and working within the proposed
development, as well as providing pedestrian and bicycle commuter
access to surrounding neighborhoods and the trolley. The trolley
right of way may offer the opportunity for an interim trail alignment,
until a more defined redevelopment concept can determine the best
permanent location.

Because Riverwalk is anticipated to redevelop in the future, there is
an opportunity to establish a neighborhood-scale park here. As the
site redevelopment plans evolve, 10-15 acres of public space should
be sought adjacent to the river but buffered with naturalized open
space. The nearby YMCA is expected to continue its private, fee-based
recreation facility as will Sefton Park little league field. Connection
to these facilities could be strengthened with connected open space
and a trail head near the YMCA. While the previous Mission Valley
community plan calls for a neighborhood park at the YMCA site, usable
land is at a premium, and environmental conflicts with the nearby
wetlands are obstacles that make community park acreage unlikely.

The river is unprotected from runoff through the golf course

Potential Neighborhood Park Elements

e Active recreation and children’s play area

* Location visually or conceptually connected to the river
e Character reflects the river’s ecology and history

e River function incorporated into design

Key Points

Critical location for continuity of the San Diego River Park Trail
and for meeting basic park and recreation needs in Mission Valley.
Acquisition of 10-15 acres is recommended to establish a
neighborhood park.

Existing Specific Plan proposes extensive development, and further
ponding and channelization of the river.

In the short term, the multi-use path should be developed
following the trolley alignment, within the trolley right-of way. In
the long term, the multi-use path should be developed adjacent to
the Open Space Corridor.

Establish an appropriate open space and habitat corridor width.
The open space and habitat corridor should provide adequate
width to re-contour the river channel to allow for increased river
length and meander and to expand native riparian habitat.

View of Presidio from Riverwalk Golf Club
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Qualcomm Stadium

The City of San Diego and the San Diego Chargers have been in
negotiation regarding the future of Qualcomm Stadium, including
the potential to construct a new stadium on the site. The potential
redevelopment of the stadium also creates the opportunity for a river-
oriented approach that creates significant new open space and park
land on this site. Such a park should be a minimum of 20 to 40 acres.
The site should be adjacent to the river, but buffered with substantial
naturalized open space that allows for a wider river channel and
increased riparian habitat, transitioning to upland native vegetation at
the trolley alignment.

This site is the last remaining city owned property that is large
enough to be in scale with the river valley and the city itself. Careful
consideration should be given to the intrinsic value of this place as
a public green space. As a regionally scaled, river-oriented park
providing naturalized open space adjacent to the river as well as
recreation facilities, it can act as a complement to Mission Bay Park,
Balboa Park and Mission Trails Regional Park.

Key Points

Land is currently owned by City of San Diego.

Critical location for meeting basic park and recreation needs in
Mission Valley.

Critical location for creating continuity in San Diego River Park and
San Diego River Park Trail.

Potential for site to redevelop for more intensive use makes time
critical to taking action.

Develop community scale park with an extensive naturalized
component adjacent to the river corridor; this park should have
an extensive naturalized component. Locate passive recreation
on north and south sides of trolley alignment, active recreation on
current stadium site.

Provide multi-use and pedestrian trails adjacent to river corridor.
As the site specific development plan is prepared, establish an
appropriate open space and habitat corridor that achieves wildlife
movement and habitat objectives, varying in width and extending to
the trolley alignment. The open space and habitat corridor should
provide adequate width to re-contour the river channel to allow for
increased river length and meander and to expand native riparian
habitat.

Extend open space corridor between proposed stadium location and
I-15 to create new habitat and trail connection to Murphy Canyon.
The “Mission City” bridge project was proposed by the City in 2002,
but was not approved. This project may be reconsidered. In order
to insure the goals of the San Diego River Park, it is important to co-
ordinate with any possible bridge proposals.

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS - LOWER VALLEY

Potential Program Elements

* Natural riparian and upland habitat areas

e Ball fields

e Picnic facilities

¢ Amphitheater

¢ Boardwalk/overlooks for fishing

¢ Boardwalk/overlooks for bird watching

e Play area with “natural” character (wood, boulders, sand)
e Pedestrian linkage: park to river and Murray Canyon

* Focus park toward river

In the event of future redevelopment of the Qualcomm Stadium site,
the opportunity would exist for a river-oriented approach that creates
significant new open space and parkland on site.
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Alternative Scenarios

Four alternative scenarios are explored here to reveal a range

of potential approaches to increase open space on the site while
accommodating the existing stadium, a new stadium, or no stadium
at all. In all scenarios, the land between the trolley line and the river
should become naturalized open space, with a wider river channel
and expanded riparian habitat; green connections should be created
through the site linking Murphy Canyon, Mission Village Drive

to the river and reaching toward Ruffin Canyon; and the existing
pavement be replaced with a porous pavement that reduces surface
runoff and improves groundwater recharge and natural filtration to
clean urban runoff before it reaches the river. These are prepared as
conceptual ideas only, and are not based upon specific economic and
programmatic goals.

Qualcomm Stadium Site



Stadium replaced with a Mission Valley Central Park

This site is the single largest publicly owned land in the valley. It is the
only opportunity to create park and open space that is in scale with the
City as a whole and the river valley itself. A new regionally oriented
park in this location would become a major destination between
Mission Bay Park and Mission Trails Regional Park and reestablish a
sense of the valley floor as a place. This regional facility would serve
many roles, each emphasized by its scale. This 160 acre park would
create significant new riparian and upland habitats that link to adjacent
canyons, eliminate a significant source of urban runoff and provide
adequate space for natural filtration of remaining runoff before it
reaches the river, provide adequate land to meet City park, open space
and recreation goals for Mission Valley; and provide adequate space
to reveal the many roles the valley has played through history, from
Kumeyaay villages through Spanish settlement and early American
agriculture. As another regionally scaled focus, the Mission Valley
Central Park would be a logical location to create a major access point to
the river, with a visitor and interpretation center and other community
and regionally oriented recreational facilities.

Stadium replaced with Park and Mixed Use Development
Removing the stadium creates the opportunity for substantial increase
in park and open space in Mission Valley. By allowing a limited extent of
mixed use development, the City of San Diego will appreciate economic
return from this valuable site. The development should emphasize a
river orientation, and serve as a model for sensitive and sustainable
design, setting the standard for other redevelopment in the valley. A
significant new park of 80 acres is created, allowing for community and
regionally oriented recreational facilities and substantial natural open
space. This natural open space system can provide for riparian habitat
along the river and upland habitat that would extend toward Murphy
Canyon, Mission Valley Drive and Ruffin Canyon, thereby giving a
natural habitat structure to the park.
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Stadium replaced with Park and Mixed Use Development

69 SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO

JUNE 2005 RECOMMENDATIONS



Executive Summary

Infroduction

Principles

Design Guidelines

Implementation

Appendices

Existing Stadium Improved

If the existing stadium were to remain, the site can be substantially
improved by creating mixed use development along Friars Road that
incorporates structured parking, thus reducing the need for existing
parking along the river. The development is set within a native upland
landscape to create a visual and textural extension of the river corridor.
An active park is created in the southwest corner of the site, north of the
trolley alignment, set within an upland native landscape. Natural park
“fingers” extend from the river through the site to Friars Road. These
fingers serve as access corridors and storm water filtration channels
cleansing runoff before it reaches the river.

New Stadium

This scenario would recommend a new stadium relocated on-site that
would support a consolidation of open space. Thereby increasing
its function as habitat and its visual continuity and impact. Natural
“fingers” extend from the river to link Murphy Canyon and Mission
Village Drive with the river and serve as stormwater filtration channels.
An active park is created on the site of the existing stadium, linked to
the river by the naturalized finger. Green corridors should extend from
the river to all proposed new development, creating a sense that the
development is nested within the river environment.

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS

Existing Stadium Improved

New Stadium
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Murray Creek Enhancement

Murray Creek currently passes under Friars Road just east of its
intersection with SR-163. It is channelized, lined with rip rap (large
rocks of a fairly uniform size), then enters four large culverts passing
under the alignment of the proposed extension of Hazard Center Drive
and drains into the San Diego River.

Enhancing Murray Creek will offer the opportunity to celebrate the
confluence of tributary and river, improve water quality flowing into
the river and expand wildlife habitat. The Murray Creek channel
should be widened where feasible from a flood control standpoint,
and the rip rap removed or visually softened with plantings of native
vegetation species. Two alternative approaches should be considered,
both of which involve removal of the culverts. One alternative that
should be explored fully is to consider not extending Hazard Center
Drive, and creating a cul-de-sac and small parking area that can serve
as an access point to the San Diego River Park and Trail. The other
alternative is to extend Hazard Center Drive, and to replace culverts
with a bridge structure that is adequate to allow growth of riparian
vegetation beneath it, thus increasing the potential for wildlife
movement to the river, with adequate space for a spur trail connecting
nearby residences and retail development to the San Diego River Trail.
The Murray Creek area can support wetland and riparian woodland
vegetation, transitioning to Diegan Sage Scrub at higher elevations
adjacent to SR-163 and surrounding development. Interpretive signage
at the trail and arrival points can increase awareness of the canyon-
valley physiography and the presence of side canyon streams. Signage
on the bridge should identify Murray Creek. Plantings of trees along
SR-163 will buffer the Creek from views to traffic and link it with the
“Green Gateway” proposed along SR-163 as it crosses the river valley.

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
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Murray Creek along SR-163

Culverts under alignment of Hazard Center Drive future extension

Murray Creek outfalls
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SR-163 “Green Gateway”
Buffer Trees

Wetland —

Riparian Woodland

River Trail —

Diegan Sage Scrub along
retained creek edge
and drop-off

Potential cul-de-sac on
Hazard Center Drive that
provides parking and
access to the San Diego
River Park

Street median and
boulevard trees

Connect ‘Parks” under
trolley guideway

Conceptual Daylighting of Murray

Executive Summary

Introduction

Principles

Recommendations

Design Guidelines

Implementation

Appendices

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
LOWER VALLEY - RECOMMENDATIONS



Executive Summary

Infroduction

Principles

Recommendations

Design Guidelines

Implementation

Appendices

University of
San Diego

HOVHI AHTIVA 44MO'1

Tecolote Canyon

Linda Vista

d
Qﬁa{' s RO%

Riverwalk
Golf Club

Hotel Circle North

Hotel Circle South

Mission Hills

Uptown

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS - LOWER VALLEY SHORT TERM

Mission Heights

Park
011«1'(,[\)([.
Avenido Del
. Rio
Fashion
Valley Mall
)
=
‘gﬁ
UCSD
Medical
Center

Hillcrest

Murray Canyon

Serra Mesa

Mission Valley

\10\_‘5‘5\.“

G
2
S
2
. North o
oD R No
Caﬁ““

74
JUNE 2005

1NO e\&“e“’\a
Cam?
Mission Valley
Center

Old Trolley
Barn Park

Ruffin Canyon

2
B

Z

2l
DA R sout™

Cani™®
Greater
North Park

3G sexa],

Murphy
Canyon

Qualcomm
Stadium

Tr 0\\e§’

Potential Mission
City Bridge site

Normal Heights



KEYNOTE

Short Term
L1S

L2S

L3S

L4S

L5S

L6S

L7S

L8S

L9S

L10S

L11S
L12S

RECOMMENDATION

Aggregate undeveloped land of YMCA, Sefton Fields, and
Metropolitan Transit Development Board as open space to
broaden river channel and expand habitat.

Explore potential to develop Neighborhood Park. Engage
Riverwalk Golf Course land owner in discussion to explore
options to extend trail along trolley corridor, to modify river
edges in golf course in the short term, and to modify proposed
development plan in the long term. Refer to the Lower Valley
Key Sites section for additional detail.

Explore potential to acquire under-developed land site.
Vacant parcel is an opportunity to create a new river oriented
community amenity.

Create historic interpretation of Kosoy Rancheria and
agriculture adjacent to trail.

Create trail under SR-163 to connect existing Class I Bike Paths
to the east and west of SR-163 and improve river channel width
and edge condition.

Establish Green Gateway along SR-163 by introducing native
landscapes along roadways.

Create open space and trail connection to upland communities
along Ulric Street.

Establish Green Gateway at interchanges throughout the valley
by introducing native vegetation along roadways.

Explore potential to connect FSDRIP bike trails across
intersections with grade separated crossings on north side of
river.

Improve open space connection between Murray Creek and
river valley by daylighting Murray Creek within existing right-
of-way. Daylight Murray Canyon drainage and create wetland
and natural filtration zone. Refer to the Lower Valley Key Sites
section for additional detail.

Create trail connection from Mission City Trolley Station to
Qualcomm Way:.

Utilize existing underpass as a means of connecting to
neighborhoods and canyon north of Friar’s Road.

IMPLEMENTATION

Coordinate appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups to
identify means of aggregating land. Integrate with Mission Valley Preserve to
aggregate land to initiate specific study to develop design concept.

Engage land owner to discuss potential for land acquisition or easement for
trail connection and to improve river edges through golf course.

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and Riverwalk GC owner.
Engage bicycle master planners in process to explore potential revised
alignment following trolley right-of-way.

Initiate dialogue to explore long term intent and potential of land to
accommodate park and/or trails. Coordinate with Mission Valley Community
Plan, and appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups to
identify alignment and buffer to incorporate into plan update as amendment.

Engage land owner to discuss potential for land acquisition, easement or to
develop ariver oriented amenity with a multi-use path connection. Current use
is parking / storage. Investigate potential archeological value of the site.

Engage land owner to discuss potential for land acquisition and/or easement
for trail connection and interpretive waystation. Integrate with trail
implementation project.

Implement Class I Bike Path below Highway 163 north of the river as proposed
by the City of San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and incorporate grading and
natural revegetation with construction.

Initiate dialogue with Caltrans, City of San Diego Streets and Mission Valley
Community Plan to explore the methods for implementing native plant palette
in rights-of-ways and undeveloped easements.

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and Mission Valley Community
Plan to identify specific route alignment.

Initiate dialogue with Caltrans and appropriate community groups to explore
means of changing right-of-way plant palette.

Follow proposed alignment of Class 1 Bikeway in accordance with San Diego
Bicycle Master Plan. Initiate dialogue with Bicycle Master Planners and City
of San Diego Streets to identify funding source and develop detail design and
construction plan.

Initiate dialogue with appropriate community/special interest groups and
land owners to explore means of influencing development in progress modify
street extension and integrating creek corridor into future evolution of existing
development.

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and Mission Valley Community
Plan to identify specific route alignment.

Support City of San Diego and property owners in effort to improve underpass
entrances. Provide lighting and potential better pedestrian connections to the
underpass.
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KEYNOTE
Short Term
L13S
L14S

L15S

L16S

L17S

L18S

L19S

L20S

L21S

RECOMMENDATION

Create bike path connection to San Diego River Park Trail from
Bachman Place, Camino de la Reina and Avenida del Rio.

Explore potential to reconnect Ruffin Canyon with the River

Establish Green Gateway along I-805 across the valley.

Collaborate with property owners toward creating river park
oriented developments and, where possible, explore potential
to acquire undeveloped land adjacent to river.

Mission City Parkway Bridge Mitigation Site. Integrate new
riparian and sage scrub habitat restoration with San Diego River
Park and trail.

River Garden site. Connect to San Diego River Park and Trail.

If stadium redevelops, engage with developer and planner to
develop a community park and additional naturalized open
space with the San Diego River Park. Refer to the Lower Valley
Key Sites section for additional detail.

If stadium redevelops, engage developers to integrate open
space connections between San Diego River Park and canyons.
Refer to the Lower Valley Key Sites section for additional
detail.

Create multi-use trail
redevelopment.

in conjunction with Qualcomm

IMPLEMENTATION

Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and develop specific study to
confirm route alignment.

Initiate dialogue with appropriate community groups, land owners and
developers to integrate the development with the San Diego River Park. Explore
design modifications to extend native plant species and trail connections from
Ruffin Canyon through the redevelopment site.

Initiate dialogue with Caltrans, City of San Diego Streets and Mission Valley
Community Plan to explore the methods for implementing native plant palette
in rights-of-ways and undeveloped easements.

Engage land owners in dialogue to explore potential river park project
opportunities and/or purchase of open space lands or easements adjacent to the
river. Coordinate with Mission Valley Community Plan to include in update
as amendment.

Coordinate with appropriate public agencies and community groups.

Collaborate with San Diego River Park Foundation and appropriate community
groups to support River Garden project and connect it to the San Diego River
Park Trail. Coordinate with Mission Valley Community Plan to include in
update as amendment.

Coordinate with City of San Diego and stadium developers to create a plan
that engages the river and adjacent canyons. This is a key site in the Lower
Valley Recommendations, refer to the preceding pages for additional detail and
potential planning alternatives. Coordinate with Mission Valley Community
Plan to include an update as an amendment.

Coordinate with City of San Diego and stadium developers to create a plan
that engages the river and adjacent canyons. Coordinate with Mission Valley
Community Plan to include an update as an amendment.

Coordinate with stadium redevelopment process and San Diego Bicycle Master
Plan to identify specific alignment.

77
JUNE 2005

BENEFITS
HYDROLOGY

ECOLOGY

RECREATION

EDUCATION

Executive Summary

Introduction

Principles

Design Guidelines

Implementation

Appendices

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
LOWER VALLEY SHORT TERM - RECOMMENDATIONS



Executive Summary

Infroduction

Principles

Recommendations

Design Guidelines

Implementation

Appendices

University of
San Diego

HOVHI AHTIVA 44MO'1

Tecolote Canyon

Linda Vista

d
‘2‘&'\&'5‘{0&

Riverwalk
Golf Club

Hotel Circle North

Hotel Circle South

Mission Hills

Uptown

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS - LOWER VALLEY LONG TERM

Mission Heights

Park
Uty &y
Avenido Del
) Rio
Fashion
Valley Mall
2z
gﬁ
UcCsD
Medical
Center
Hillcrest

Murray Canyon

Serra Mesa

Mission Valley

ino eLaRe“\a
Can®
% Mission Valley
E) Center
G
B
\R‘onOﬁh “
Camin0 P°
Old Trolley
Barn Park
78
JUNE 2005

Ruffin Canyon

Greater
North Park

1S sexal,




Riverwalk development.

Riverwalk Golf Club. When Riverwalk redevelops coordinate with appropriate

KEYNOTE ~ RECOMMENDATION IMPLEMENTATION BENEFITS
Lon g Term HYDROLOGY | ECOLOGY RECREATION EDUCATION
L1L Connect to Presidio Park via Taylor Street bridge over I-8. Coordinate with Caltrans to explore potential to improve pedestrian component
of the Taylor Street bridge to better accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists. o O
L2L Engage landowners to encourage any future redevelopment of Coordinate with land owners to encourage modifications to current plan to
Riverwalk GC to address river. include habitat and open space corridor that follows the 100 year floodway () O ()
to allow for river meander, native vegetation and San Diego River Park Trail
corridor.
L3L Engage landowners to explore potential to create urban park Initiate dialogue with land owners and developers to explore potential to orient
oriented to the river on both sides of river. development to the river and create a quasi-public urban park edge to the river () Q ()
associated with retail uses.
L4L Investigate opportunities to improve water quality in FSDRIP Initiate feasibility study investigate removal of flow restrictions, and add
and explore the potential and methods needed to recreate the aeration devices, etc. to improve water quality, improve the river environment
FSDRIP area as a component of a functional river environment and to separate stream flow from ponds and improve wildlife habitat and trail ® o
by removing flow restrictions and separating river from ponds. experience.
L5L Improve trail connections between river corridor and canyons. Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan to identify specific alignment
and connection priorities. ®
L6L Create trail and open space connection to Balboa Park. Initiate feasibility study to identify specific trail alignment. Coordinate with San ® ®
Diego Bicycle Master Plan and Caltrans to identify potential trail alignment.
L7L Relate and connect open space in development plans with the Coordinate with land owners and developers to integrate the San Diego River
River Park. Create “green street’ edge with native plant species Park into the development process and to explore design modifications to a o O o
to improve visual and habitat connection to Murray Canyon river and valley sensitive approach.
L8L Implement bike path as part of the San Diego River Park Trail. Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan to identify specific alignment ®
and implementation priority. ®
L9L Create open space and trail connections to uplands via an Coordinate with City of San Diego and the San Diego Bicycle Master Plan to
improved Texas Street. improve Texas Street and create a dedicated multi-use trail separated from O
streets with a naturalized open space corridor.
L10L Improve Mission City Parkway over crossing to connect river Coordinate with Caltrans to explore the potential to improve Mission City
corridor and upland open space Parkway bridge over I-8 to connect people to the uplands. ®
L11L Create San Diego River Trail on north side of river through Coordinate with San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and redevelopment of

agencies, community/special interest groups and land owners to identify trail
alignment and development concept that orient to the river.
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Confluence
Intent: The Confluence reach is the area between I-15 and Friars Road

Bridge. Itis where Murphy Canyon, Alvarado Canyon and two minor
canyons once joined the San Diego River as it turned west to the Pacific
Ocean. This place is not only a confluence of canyons and creeks, but a
confluence of people and activity throughout the history of San Diego.
This is where the El Camino Real met the east-west transportation route
following the San Diego River near the Mission San Diego de Alcala.
There is opportunity to reveal this junction of canyons and streams in a

Grantville Redevelopment Study could encourage
improvement of property adjacent to the river

Gravel mine ponds below Friar’s Road bridge

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS - CONFLUENCE

way that celebrates the cultural, ecological, and historical significance of
each. This reach also acts as gateway to multiple destinations, allowing
users to access Murphy Canyon, Alvarado Canyon, Collwood Canyon,
Navajo Canyon and the San Diego River valley.

Condition: Thisreachis partially enclosed by the steep wall of the knob
topped by Mission San Diego de Alcala. Encroaching development on
the east and Interstate 8 on the south further emphasize the sense of
enclosure.

The river corridor is also constrained by a series of old gravel mine
ponds below the Friars Road Bridge; these ponds impede the normal
hydrologic activities of the river system. The narrow vegetated
corridor is inadequate to separate stream flow from these ponds and
the size and depth of the ponds makes filling impractical. Extensive
exotic vegetation infestation is present both in the ponds (ludwigia)
and in the river (arundo donax). As the river turns west it is isolated by
highway infrastructure, private property, and difficult physical terrain.
The dense arundo further adds to the river’s inaccessibility.

Recommendations:

E
5
£l

River is choked by invasive vegetation
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e Create a continuous multi-use path and connecting trails

¢ Create a connection with Alvarado Canyon and on to Collwood
and Navajo Canyons.

* Acquire land or establish easements.

* As the site specific development plans for the River Park and for
adjacent land are prepared, establish an appropriate open space
and habitat corridor width that follows the existing floodplain,
varying in width. The open space and habitat corridor should
provide adequate width to re-contour the river channel to allow for
increased river length and meander and to expand native riparian
habitat.

* River corridor is narrow and constrained above the bend. Past
sand and gravel operations have resulted in relatively deep ponds.
Separating the stream channel from the ponds is recommended,
but additional land is likely necessary to achieve this.

* Acquisition of land adjacent to the river corridor is recommended.
Trail connection through this narrow corridor will be difficult due
to steep side slopes if additional land is not acquired.

e Trail easements to provide connection to Mission San Diego de
Alcala at each end of the Confluence Reach is recommended.

¢ Coordination with the Grantville Redevelopment Study presents
the potential opportunity for the San Diego River Park to positively
influence redevelopment as well as to benefit from new activities
along the river corridor.

The Grantville Redevelopment Study, now in its early stages, may
provide the tools to change the river landscape in the Confluence. By
engaging owners of under utilized property on the east edge of the river
corridor, the study may create opportunities for the acquisition of land,
or establishing easements that could increase corridor width. A wider
corridor would allow the river to be separated from the ponds, and
offer space to develop a trail corridor. Once the ponds are separated,
a complementary action might be improving them for more intensive
recreation activity such as fishing and boating.

If the open space corridor in these areas can be expanded to the east, the
San Diego River Park Trail can be best accommodated on the east side of
the river. The west side of the river is steep and narrow, and does have
possibilities for trail construction, however cantilevered construction
may be necessary and could have a significant impact on the river.

There is significant potential to recreate an important wildlife habitat
connection between the river valley, Murphy Canyon and Alvarado
Creek. Such connection would represent a meaningful first step
toward reestablishing the physiographic origins of the valley. A trail
and habitat/open space connection along Alvarado Canyon Road
will link Navajo Canyon with the river, further unifying the valley’s
recreational and interpretive resources.



Key Sites:

Enhance Confluence with Alvarado Creek

Alvarado Canyon combines with Navajo and Collwood Canyons to
form the largest tributary canyon system linked to the San Diego River
valley within the City of San Diego. However, today this connection
is nearly invisible because of the scale of highway infrastructure and
development that have choked the canyon throat at the confluence.
Replacing culverts with bridges and gaining adequate land to reduce
the channelization of Alvarado Creek will reestablish the visual
continuity of the canyon system with the valley. A green connection
will also benefit the river by providing natural filtration of surface
runoff, increase riparian habitat and allow space for trail connections
to communities and open space to the east.

Key Points

e Critical location for reconnecting San Diego River with its most
significant tributary canyon within the City of San Diego.

e Although beyond the bounds of this Plan, daylighting and
dechannelizing Alvarado Creek is an important component of
connecting the river valley to the canyon, providing potential
space for expanding and connecting habitat and trail to the canyon,
San Diego State University and upland neighborhoods. Similar to
enhancing Murray Creek, such improvements are a model for the
treatment of all canyons that connect to the San Diego River.

Channelized Alvarado Creek above Grantville Post Office
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A naturalized Avarado Creek and its Greenway can be at the heart of the Grantville redevelopment
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Channelized Alvarado Creek behind Medical Center
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Upper Valley

Intent: The Upper Valley reach extends from Friars Road Bridge to the
west boundary of Mission Trails Regional Park. It is a reach comprised
of complex physiographic and surface conditions, with a diversity
of experiences from the enclosure of steep valley walls in the east to
broad and open near Admiral Baker Golf Course. Heavily impacted
by human activity, conditions in this reach range from the severe
character of a surface mine to the exotic landscape of a golf course,
bracketed alternately with dense development and sage scrub habitat.
This reach is particularly significant for habitat, offering the potential to
extend the diverse habitats of Mission Trails Regional Park further into
the valley. This reach also offers tremendous potential to transform
the landscape dramatically and improve the health of riparian and
terrestrial ecosystems.

Condition: The Upper Valley is characterized by three hydrologic
conditions that are deleterious to the health of the river system. First,
the gravel extraction mine bordering Mission Trails Regional Park
has channelized the river and disrupted habitat continuity through
and across the mine site. The river is similarly channelized further
downstream through the federally owned and maintained Admiral
Baker Golf Course. This element poses additional risk of surface
runoff-carrying pesticides, fertilizers and other pollutants-because of
the lack of a buffer between the golf course and the river.

Secondly, the river corridor through the mine site is infested with exotic
plant species, particularly Giant Reed (Arundo donax). These exotics
displace native riparian vegetation, causing the concomitant loss of the
animal species that would typically inhabit this vegetation. Finally,
the river channel is interrupted by a series of ponds that obstruct
the natural sediment transport processes of the stream. A problem
shared by other ponds in the system, the unnatural stream flow invites
further infestation by non-native plant species; in still water conditions
the encroaching species is typically the surface plant Water Primrose
(Ludwigia spp.).

Recommendations:

¢ Establish a continuous open space and viable habitat corridor in
the Upper Valley that achieves wildlife movement and habitat
objectives. The appropriate design and layout of the corridor
should be determined during site specific planning processes that
consider habitat, water quality, hydraulic, recreation, and access
and development opportunities

¢ Identify land appropriate for an open space amenity that is
accessible and usable by the public.

¢ Improve interface between Admiral Baker Golf Course and the
river.

¢ Explore opportunities to improve water quality and
river pattern.

¢ Create sites at waystations to interpret the history of the valley

Implementation Upper Valley looking east over Admiral Baker Golf Course settlement and the Old Mission Dam flume.
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e Balance the improvement of water quality, the movement of
wildlife, the movement of people with high quality development
within the Upper Valley.

The San Diego River Park passes through the Grantville Redevelopment
Study area. Collaboration between the River Park planning effort and
the Grantville study should continue to find opportunities for shared
benefits and to ensure compatibility between the two efforts. The
redevelopment study presents an important means of implementing
the Park through the Upper Valley.

As redevelopment occurs, consideration should be given to separating
the river from ponds throughout the Upper Valley, as this action will
likely improve flow velocities and reestablish some degree of sediment
transport. Hydraulic and hydrologic studies should be conducted in
conjunction with redevelopment planning to determine the physical
and hydrologic characteristics and ecologic condition of each specific
pond, and provide recommendations as to the feasibility, ecological
value and open space benefit of separating stream flow from the pond
in each location.

Key Sites:

Admiral Baker Golf Course

There are no plans to close or redevelop the course, but there are
opportunities to integrate the course in the river corridor. Methods of
meshing the two landscapes might include pedestrian trail connections
across the course or the redevelopment of the golf course as a “links”
or target course with native landscaping between tee and green.
The incorporation of native plant species, creating a visual link and
habitat corridor from the river corridor to the canyon north of the golf
course, would be another strong step toward integrating the river and
recreational environments.

Key Points

¢ Continuing ongoing discussions with Navy Planners is essential
to finding an appropriate level and means of integrating the golf
course with the San Diego River Park.

e This is a critical location for expanding habitat area and connections
to the upper canyon north of the golf course.

¢ The potential exists to create trail connections around or possibly
through the golf course.

e Establish an open space habitat, and path corridors that achieve
wildlife movement and habitat objectives.

e Create a trail connection from the Tierrasanta Community to the San
Diego River Park Trail with an overlook at the upper elevation and a
waystation at its intersection.



Superior Mine Redevelopment

Evolution of the landscape within the Upper Valley hinges upon
successfully engaging the land owners, developers and planners
of Superior Mine and adjacent lands with the River Park planning
process. As these lands move toward reclamation and redevelopment,
collaboration between both planning efforts can bring about benefits
to all parties. Creating adequate corridor width for habitat and trail is
a minimum requirement. A broad natural corridor through the mine
site could serve as a strong organizing feature of the development.
This corridor might include trail, native riparian habitat, an infiltration
zone for ground water recharge, and/or an improved river channel
with introduced meanders. The potential to acquire portions of the
site to create open space and recreation land should also be explored.
Incorporating elements of the San Diego River Park into the
redevelopment of the mine creates the potential of increasing property
values and incentive for cooperative planning. The site’s close proximity
to Mission Trails Regional Park also creates an excellent opportunity to

use the river and its landscape as a unique, and identifying character of
the site. Cooperative planning, and river-sensitive design would benefit
end-users by providing a visual and recreational amenity, as well as
commuterbicycleconnectiontoadjacentcommunitiesand trolley service.

In the San Diego River Park Illustrative Concept sketch below,
an approach is suggested that expands both native riparian
and upland vegetation communities. In this concept the ponds
are separated from the river.  This concept illustrates only one
approach and is not intended to propose a specific design for
the site. The best solution can only be determined by studying
the specific conditions of the pond and the river in conjunction
with the site specific planning effort of the adjacent properties.

ERSLEL R -
San Diego River Park Illustrative Concept
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Key Points

* Ongoing discussions with Superior Mine land owners and
developers is essential to finding an appropriate balance between
development and open space.

* Potential for the site to redevelop for more intensive use makes
time critical to taking action at the planning level. While mining
operations are scheduled to continue for another 20 years, potential
redevelopment value may reduce this time frame.

* Create an open space amenity that is accessible and usable by
the public that provides access to the river as well as value to the
development project. The location, size and use of this amenity
should be studied as part of the specific land planning studies for
the River Park and the development.

* The 100 foot buffer indicated in the Land Development Code -
Biological Guidelines should be of such variable width as to protect
the habitat and provide adequate areas for redevelopment.

Admiral Baker Golf Course

Superior Mine
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KEYNOTE

RECOMMENDATION

Short Term - Confluence

C1S

C2S

C3S

C4S

C5S

C6S

C7S

Develop city owned property as wetland habitat preserve and
coordinate with potential water reclamation plant. Potential for
Caltrans property to be developed for habitat and areas for the
San Diego River Park Trail.

Create San Diego River Park Trail along north edge of river.

Coordinate with proposed Grantville redevelopment to create
improved open space at the bend in the river.

Improve open space and trail connection with Alvarado Canyon
and Navajo Canyon.

Create connection between San Diego River Park Trail and
Mission San Diego De Alcala.

Augment ponds by removing barriers between sections. A
larger deep water body is better than a number of smaller,
divided segments. If possible, divert low flow of river around
the ponds.

Create San Diego River Park Trail along east edge of river.

Short Term - Upper Valley

U1s

u2s

u3s

u4s

Coordinate with proposed Grantville redevelopment to
preserve additional open space along Alvarado Creek Corridor
at the confluence with the San Diego River.

Create habitat and continuous multi-use trail near river adjacent
to Admiral baker Golf Course.

Engage land owner and ongoing planning effort to explore
potential to acquire land as improved open space.

Coordinate with the anticipated redevelopment of Superior
Mine to create interpretation zone of valley history, mining
operations, and future redevelopment where appropriate at
edge of active operation.

IMPLEMENTATION

Integrate Caltrans property as part of riparian open space and pursue
dedication of new river open space preserve.

Coordinate with the appropriate agencies, community groups and the
Grantville Redevelopment Study to identify specific route alignment of
potential multi-use trail on north side of the river.

Coordinate with Grantville Redevelopment Study to identify potential land for
park or open space through acquisition or open space easements.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies and community/special interest groups
to study potential and to identify specific route alignment of potential multi-
use trail on south side of Alvarado Creek. Coordinate with public agencies to
explore potential to aggregate public lands under a single management.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies to improve on-street bike lane and
provide signage.

Coordinate with Grantville Redevelopment Study and appropriate agencies
and community groups to identify potential for open space easements or land
acquisition to increase open space on east edge of ponds.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies, community groups and the Grantville
Redevelopment Study to study potential and to identify specific route
alignment of potential multi-use trail on east side of the river if land can
be acquired. Identify location for pedestrian bridges crossing the river and
creating connection to Mission San Diego de Alacala. If land cannot be
acquired study alternative alignment on west side of river.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies, community groups and the Grantville
Redevelopment Study to identify potential land for habitat, trail and recreation
through acquisition or open space easements. Coordinate with Navajo
Community Plan. Refer to Alvarado Confluence Enhancement on preceding
pages.

Continue dialogue with Navy planners to explore opportunities to modify
golf course to create space for trail corridor and to improve relationship of golf
course with the river. Coordinate with Navajo Community Plan.

Initiate dialogue with Superior Mine land owners and planners to explore
potential to establish naturalized open space and habitat areas adequate to
achieve wildlife habitat and path corridor objectives within the undeveloped
land. Coordinate with site specific planning processes to explore opportunities
to broaden the river channel, create additional meander and locate a continuous
multi-use path.

Initiate dialogue with Superior Mine land owners and planners to explore
potential to create interpretive kiosk in the short term and begin discussions to
consider trail and open space as an integral part of the future redevelopment
of the site.
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KEYNOTE

RECOMMENDATION

Long Term - Confluence

CiL
C2L

C3L

Implement trail and open space plans.

Implement open space identified through Grantville
Redevelopment Study to improve habitat and recreation.

Implement trail connection and interpretive signage to Mission
San Diego De Alcala connecting via Rancho Mission Road and
San Diego Mission Road.

Long Term - Upper Valley

U1L

u2L

U3L

u4L

UsL

U6L

U7L

Implement potential improvements to trail and habitat
connections with Alvarado Canyon and Navajo Canyon.

Improve open space and trail connection to Elanus Canyon
north of Admiral Baker Golf Course.

Continue to collaborate with Navy planners to integrate
Admiral Baker Golf Course with the river to create expanded
riparian corridor, habitat and trail connections.

Separate stream flow from ponds as land is redeveloped.

If land is acquired, develop improved open space with views
and access to ponds as habitat and recreation areas.

As Superior Mine redevelops, implement plan to focus
development on river corridor and to create riparian habitat
and multi-use trail as component of redevelopment plan.

Create trail connection to Tierrasanta neighborhood with the
San Diego River Park. This would include an overlook at the
higher elevation.

IMPLEMENTATION

Prepare specific plan for design of trail alignment and natural open space as
land or easement is acquired

It is anticipated that the Grantville Redevelopment Study will identify lands
that are appropriate for open space to continue the San Diego River Park and
Trail. If land is acquired, initiate specific development plan for the San Diego
River Park and Trail.

Coordinate with the San Diego Bicycle Master Plan and Community Plans to
identify specific alignment and establish easement. Explore opportunities with
willing land owners to establish public access.

Prepare specific plan for design of trail alignment, natural open space and day-
lighting Alvarado Creek

Continue dialogue with appropriate agencies, community groups and Navy
planners to identify potential locations.

Continue dialogue with land owners on both sides of river to establish
easements or acquire land to create trail and habitat continuity. Coordinate
with Navajo Community Plan

Continue dialogue with Navy planners and Superior Mine land owners
and planners to identify potential locations and develop specific plan for
realignment of river channel.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies and community groups to prepare
specific plan and implement improved open space parks.

Continue dialogue with appropriate agencies, community groups and Superior
Mine land owners and planners to integrate the San Diego River Park and Trail
with proposed development.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies, community/special interest groups and
land owners to identify specific alignment and access points.
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Gorge

Intent: For the purposes of this planning effort, the Gorge is defined
primarily as coincident with the Mission Trails Regional Park (MTRP)
boundary but also includes privately owned land between MTRP and
Mast Boulevard. The Gorge reach offers a strong sense of enclosure
reinforced by the rising walls of Fortuna Mountain and Kwaay Paay
Mountain. Mission Trails Regional Park is one of the “jewels” of the
San Diego River watershed, and the San Diego River Park offers a

......
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GORGE
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Gorge Section

SAN DIEGO RIVER PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN, CITY OF SAN DIEGO
RECOMMENDATIONS- GORGE

means of linking this stunning resource to the area’s other principal
natural features.

Condition: Established in 1974, Mission Trails Regional Park has
preserved the valley’s original landscape of sage scrub, chaparral,
oak woodland and riparian habitats in exceptional condition. At
5,800 acres, Mission Trails Regional Park is one of the largest urban
parks in the nation, and a regional destination for hiking, biking, and
wildlife viewing. The rich historic layers of the San Diego River valley
are revealed in many ways within the park. The Kumeyaay, Spanish
missionaries and settlers, and 19th and 20th century ranchers and
farmers have all left their mark on the land now within the bounds of
Mission Trails Regional Park.

South Fortuna Mountain
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Recommendations:

* Support the Mission Trails Regional Park Master Development
Plan.

* When Superior Mine redevelops, create a unpaved hike/bike trail
at the west end of MTRP that will link the proposed multi-use path
through the Superior Mine site with existing hike/bike trails in
MTRP

¢ Create an unpaved hike/bike trail linking the Mast Boulevard trail
head with the proposed multi-use trail adjacent to Carlton Oaks
Golf Course that will ultimately connect MTRP with Mast Park and
Santee Lakes in the City of Santee

Efforts in the Gorge should align with and support the mission of
Mission Trails Regional Park. The goals of the San Diego River Park
Master Plan are in harmony with those of the Mission Trails Regional
Park Master Development Plan and focus on continually improving
hydrology and habitat along the length of the river. The San Diego
River Park Plan should seek collaborative opportunities with MTRP
to further enhance and preserve the conditions already present at
the park. That effort should explore the possibility of a soft surface
trail linking the river corridor west of the park with Father Junipero
Serra Trail and the MTRP Visitor Center. Planning efforts should also
consider improving the bike lanes or creating a trail if impossible
within the Mission Gorge Road right-of-way; this trail would create
internal and external connection, within the park and with up-stream
communities.

The Gorge in Mission Trails Regional Park



Plateau

PLATEAU
Intent: East of Mission Trails Regional Park, the terrain again opens ADJACENT RIVER ADJACENT

and reveals expansive views to the hills above Santee and to the distant UPLANDS CORRIDOR UPLANDS

mountains in the Cleveland National Forest. This expanse offers a

sense of release from the narrow, enclosed condition of the river in

the Gorge Reach. The Plateau is an opportunity to integrate the river W
experience with adjacent development and the City of Santee. The San

Diego River Park should focus on connecting Mission Trails Regional RIVER

Park with Mast Park and Santee Lakes. These points should be linked 1 :;ErLE

by a multi-use path system integrated within a larger habitat corridor.

Plateau Section

Condition: The San Diego River is negatively impacted by a variety
of physical constraints. A dike along the southern edge of the Carlton
Oaks Golf Course and SR-52 to the south and west separates the river
and the golf course. Heavy infestations of Giant Reed, Brazilian
pepper, and fountain grass (Pennisetum sp.) and other exotic species
degrade water and vegetative quality. Other than golf, recreational
resources are minimal, but an informal pedestrian trail exists on the
north side of the river at the east end of Carlton Oaks Golf Course
through Environmental Trust land and to the City of Santee.

Recommendations:

e Create a trail head and gateway to the City of San Diego sections of
the San Diego River Park.

e Build trail along the south edge of Carlton Oaks Golf Course.

e Establish a minimum open space corridor that follows the 100 year
floodway:.

e Create a connection under SR-52 leading to Mission Trails Regional
Park.

Car}ton Oaks
- Golf Course
@

Conceptual San Diego River Park at Carlton Ouaks Golf Course
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Key Sites:

Carlton Oaks Golf Course

There is potential for the golf course to accommodate a trail on its
southern edge near the river; this possibility should be explored when
the Carlton Oaks Golf Course lease comes due for renewal. Land
currently not used as golf course should be negotiated out of the lease
to be for trail and open space. The long term potential for this area
to evolve to become part of the San Diego River Park should also be
considered. Redesigning the golf course to be more sensitive to the
hydrology of the river and creating habitat corridors are ways in which
the course may accommodate multiple user groups.

Key Points

e Critical location for connecting the City of San Diego segment of the
San Diego River Park with Santee and upstream segments of the
Park.

e River corridor is channelized, narrow and constrained on the south
side of the golf course. Open space corridor will provide adequate
width to re-contour the river channel. Improved channel should
allow increased river length and meander, increased riparian
habitat, and run-off buffering at the golf course.

* An open space corridor that follows the 100 year floodway
alignment is recommended, with trail corridor/buffer adjacent to
golf course.

* Connection under SR-52 is necessary to achieve continuity of San
Diego River Park, and to connect trail with City of Santee’s Mast
Park.

¢ Build upon vegetation management projects already underway.

Cottonwood Gallery and secondary stream channel on Carlton Oaks Golf Course
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KEYNOTE

RECOMMENDATION

Short Term - Gorge

G1S

G2S

G3S

G4S

G5S

G6S

Support Mission Trails Regional Park efforts to create a
continuous trail system and identify potential connections
between the San Diego River Park Trail and existing hike/bike
trails in MTRP.

Support existing and proposed interpretation of the river and
history of the park at Mission Trails Visitor and Interpretive
Center.

Support existing interpretation of the river and the history of
valley at campground and Kumeyaay lakes.

Support the implementation of the Kumeyaay Lakes Dredging
and Berm Restoration Capital Improvement Project.

Create an unpaved hike/bike segment of the San Diego River
Park Trail between MTRP at the MTRP East Fortuna trail head
and the proposed multi-use path segment on the south edge of
Carlton Oaks Golf Course. Connect the trail to Father Junipero
Serra Trail following West Hills Parkway and Mission Gorge
Road.

Support the implementation of the Old Mission Dam Dredging
Capital Improvement Project.

Short Term - Plateau

P1S

P2S

P3S

P4S

Create San Diego River Park Trail segment along south edge of
Carlton Oaks Golf Course and improve native vegetation and
habitat along proposed trail corridor.

Create historic interpretation zone.

Capitalize on existing tree galleries in golf course to create buffer
along river and remove exotic vegetation from river corridor.

Create San Diego River Park Trail head, as a gateway to San
Diego at Carlton Oaks Golf Course. Coordinate with City of
Santee to create habitat and trail connection to Santee Lakes and
to Mast Park.

IMPLEMENTATION

Continue dialogue with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan and San
Diego Bicycle Master Plan to identify potential alignments within Park and
along Mission Gorge Road.

Continue dialogue with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan and Citizens
Advisory Committee.

Continue dialogue with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan and Citizens
Advisory Committee.

Continue dialogue with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan and Citizens
Advisory Committee.

Coordinate with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan, citizens advisory
committee, private land owners and appropriate agencies to identify specific
trail alignment, establish easements and means of implementation.

Continue dialogue with Mission Trails Regional Park Master Plan and Citizens
Advisory Committee.

Coordinate with appropriate agencies, community groups and land owners to
identify potential trail alignment adjacent to golf course. Initiate dialogue with
Caltrans and golf course owners to identify potential alignment and methods
to create trail connection under SR-52 and West Hills Boulevard.

Install signage, interpretive kiosks and furnishings providing information
about the San Diego River Valley and its importance to the settlement of the
valley as well as the natural systems and ecology of the region. Implement as
part of the trail development.

Initiate dialogue with golf course owners and City of San Diego to explore
potential to evolve golf course edge toward native plant species and to develop
a vegetation management plan.

Initiate dialogue with City of Santee planners, Padre Dam Municipal Water
District, golf course owners and City of San Diego to identify potential trail
alignment, vegetation changes, and kiosk/trail head location. Coordinate with
improvements proposed by Santee Lakes Master Plan.
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KEYNOTE = RECOMMENDATION

Long Term - Gorge

GIL Collaborate with Mission Trails Regional Park to create
waystation at edge of Mission Trails Regional Park with
interpretive information.

G2L Continue to support maintenance of the Old Mission Dam

dredging. This project may need to recur in the future on a
regular basis.

Long Term - Plateau

P1L Explore potential to connect with new open space to north and
east.

If golf course use were to change in the future, entire site should
be preserved for natural open space with a neighborhood scale
park as a gateway to the San Diego River Park.

P2L

Integrate secondary stream channel through golf course with
main San Diego River channel and create buffer. Expand
native vegetation through golf course for wildlife habitat and to
increase filtration to improve water quality.

P3L

Explore potential to realign some golf holes to eliminate dike,
recreate stream meander, realign multi-use trails and expand
native wildlife habitat. Consider a new concept for the golf
course as a links or target course that is substantially native
vegetation.

P4L

IMPLEMENTATION

Install signage, interpretive kiosk and furnishings with implementation of San
Diego River Park Trail segment as part of the Superior Mine redevelopment.

Explore the potential to develop a low impact approach to sediment removal
that will allow small amounts of sediment to be reintroduced into the river
system downstream to invigorate sediment transport process.

Monitor future action related to land acquisition and explore opportunities
to create wildlife habitat, trail linkages under or over SR-52 to East Elliot and
interpretation of San Diego River Valley history.

Monitor future action related to potential land use change.

Initiate dialogue with Carlton Oaks Golf Course to identify methods to modify
golf course to be more environmentally compatible with river corridor.

Initiate dialogue with appropriate agencies, community/special interest groups
and Carlton Oaks Golf Course to explore potential changes to course.
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